CL 324 MAGIC IN THE ANCIENT WORLD 

PROF. FRITZ GRAF

414 University Hall

292-2744 (messages)

graf.65@osu.edu 

Office hours  TBA

SAMPLE SYLLABUS, BASED ON SYLLABUS FROM AUTUMN 2007

1. Description and Purposes:

The purposes of course are (1) to learn the facts about the ancient practice of magic and how the societies concerned reacted to the perception that people were practicing it; (2)  to discuss how magic or the belief that it was being practiced functioned in the societies of the ancient world and how it shaped the way we understand magic today, both in common understanding and in scholarly theory; (3) to understand what goes into the choices that ancient peoples made when portraying others' religious practices—positively and negatively—and the patterns of responses that often followed (e.g., either the persecution of those who did not conform or the exaltation of them as extraordinarily endowed "experts").  All of these purposes will contribute to a final one: the enhanced understanding of how, in general, individuals and societies use religion to build identity.

2. GEC Category and its Goals: this course fulfills the GEC requirement for an Arts and Humanities Historical Studies Course, the goals of which are to “develop students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them understand how humans view themselves.”  Students are expected to “acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity; display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding; and think, speak and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.”

3. Readings:

The main book we use is Bengt Ankarloo and Stuart Clark, Witchcraft and Magic in Europe: Ancient Greece and Rome (Philadelphia, 1999); I will add handouts with ancient texts.

4. Quizzes and Grading

At the end of each week, we will have a Multiple Choice (MC) quiz (10 questions). Midterm and Final exams will be essays – the midterm a take-home essay, the final an essay quiz in class.

Seven MC quizzes 70 pts

One mid-term essay 60 pts

One final essay 60 pts

Class presence and participation 10 pts

Sum 200 pts

Grading Scale:

A = 93-100% = 186-200 points

A- = 90-92.5% = 180-185 points

B+ = 87-89% = 174-179 points

B = 83-86.5% = 165-173 points

B- = 80-82% = 160-164 points

C+ = 77-79.5% = 154-159 points

C = 73-76.5% = 146-153 points

C- = 70-72.5% = 140-145 points

D+ = 67-69.5% = 134-139 points

D = 60-66% = 120-133 points

E = 0-59.5% = 0-119 points

There is no extra credit in this course.
5. Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the 

Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Service is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue.  Tel.# 292-3307; http://ods.ohio-state.edu

6. Academic Misconduct: University rules regarding academic misconduct will be strictly enforced.  For further information on what those rules are and how suspected infractions are dealt with, please see: http://oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html.  

7. Missing quizzes and exams: If you miss a quiz or exam and have an adequate excuse, substantiated in writing, you may take a make-up quiz or exam at the end of the quarter. Adequate excuses for missing quizzes and exams include: your own illness; illness of a child or someone else who relies directly on you (e.g., an elderly parent); death of a family member or close friend; wedding of a family member; participation in the wedding of close friend (e.g., service as a bridesmaid); graduation of a family member; court appearance; job interview; participation in university sponsored events.  All of these require written substantiation.  No other excuse is assumed to be adequate.  Vacations, including family vacations, are not adequate excuses.  Your parents buying you a plane ticket to go somewhere without consulting you first is not an adequate excuse.  Sleeping late is not an adequate excuse.  Having an exam in another course on the same day is not an adequate excuse.  I may choose to excuse you for other reasons, but I reserve the right not to do so.  You must inform me of the reason for your absence within 24 hours of missing the quiz or exam, by e-mail or telephone.  Whenever possible, inform me in advance of the absence.
8. Topics and Assignments:

We will meet each Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 2:30-3:18

Week 1

We, Sept. 19: Introduction

Fr, Sept. 21: What is Magic? Many Theories

Week 2

Assignments: Giordano Bruno, On Magic, chapter 1; Ankarloo 97-107; 178-191

Mo, Sept. 24: What was Magic? Back to the Past with Bruno and Pliny

We, Sept 26: How to Become A Sorcerer. The Magus and His Art

Fr, Sept. 28: Seers, Healers, and Purifiers in Greece and Rome --- QUIZ ONE

Week 3

Assignments: Homer, Odyssey 10.203-247; Ankarloo 110-111, 3-10, 82-85

Mo, Oct.1: Circe, Herbs, and Witchcraft

We, Oct. 3: Leaden Tablets and Forbidden Books

Fr, Oct. 5: Binding Spells: Introduction --- QUIZ TWO

Week 4

Assignments: Ankarloo 31-51; Jerome, Life of Hilarion chapters 11/12

Mo, Oct. 8 Columbus Day, no classes

We, Oct. 10: Binding in Courts and Shops. --- TOPICS FOR MID-TERM ESSAYS

Fr, Oct. 12: Salting a Race --- QUIZ THREE

Week 5

Assignments: Ankarloo 281-309; Lucian, The Lover of Lies 14-18

Mo, Oct. 15: Not Only Coveting my Neighbor’s Wife: Love Magic

We, Oct. 17: Lifting Up My Soul: Ancient Theurgy

Fr, Oct. 19: Demons: From Gods to Ghouls --- QUIZ FOUR, DEADLINE MID-TERM

ESSAYS

Week 6

Assignments: Homer, Odyssey 11 (excerpts).

Mo, Oct. 22: Calling up the Dead: Necromancy in Greece

We, Oct. 24: Ghostbusters

Fr, Oct. 26: Eastern Backgrounds: Fears in Mesopotamia --- QUIZ FIVE

Week 7

Assignments: Graf, Magic in the Graeco-Roman World 169-174

Mo, Oct. 29: Eastern Backgrounds II: Egyptian Power

Tu, Oct. 30 (Makeup for We, Oct. 31): Halloween Special: Some More Ghosts

Fr., Oct. 2: no class
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Week 8

Assignments: Ankarloo 243-266; selections from the Theodosian Code.

Mo, Nov. 5: Accusations of Magic

We, Nov. 7: Fighting Magic in Greek and Roman Law

Fr, Nov. 9: The Emperor Strikes Back --- QUIZ SIX

Week 9

Assignments: Selections from Tacitus and Apuleius

Mo, Nov. 12: A Famous Trial: Apuleius

We, Nov. 14: Other Trials in Later Antiquity

Fr, Nov. 16: Did They Burn Witches? --- QUIZ SEVEN

Week 10

Assignments: Ankarloo 315-347; Excerpts from Isidor.

Mo, Nov. 19: no class

Tu, Nov. 20 (make up for Mo, Nov. 19): Looking Towards the Middle Ages: Sorcerers and Magi

--- THANKSGIVING WEEKEND ---

Week 11

Assignments: no new assignments

Mo, Nov. 26: From Them to Us

We, Nov. 28: Make-Up Quizzes

Fr, Nov. 30: Q&A

Final exam will be held in the place and at the time assigned by the University.
